It's extremely important for people on the outside to 
understand what prisons are and who's in prison and 
to visit them. To bring that kind of humanity into the 
prisons— hut most of all, to bring those prisoners out, 
back into the communities. 

-Laura Whitehorn 



Who We Are 



The Impact Of Our Work 



Critical Resistance 

(CR) is a national grassroots group that fights to end the prison 
industrial complex (PIC) by challenging the belief that policing, surveillance, 
imprisonment, and similar forms of control make our communities safer. We 
believe, by contrast, that basic necessities like food, shelter and freedom 
create the conditions for more genuine forms of security. For that reason, our 
work involves both relieving the burden of the PIC on the lives of people 
across the country and empowering those communities that are most directly 
affected by its intrusions. 



What We Do 



Building the Movement. 

Since 1999, CR, as a national body, has been building relationships 
with individuals and grassroots organizations, providing them with support 
and assistance while connecting them to a growing and increasingly visible 
national structure that works with and through chapters on a local basis. 
Through our national work and ongoing local organizing, we intend to make 
our vision a matter of common sense. We do this not only by moving public 
reliance away from imprisonment, policing and the courts, but also toward 
just and sustainable solutions to deep social, political, and economic problems 
through prioritizing communities most impacted by the PIC in the process. 

Local Organizing. 

CR's local work includes, for example. Critical Resistance vs. The 
California Department of Corrections, a lawsuit and grassroots organizing 
campaign aimed at stopping California from building a new maximum- 
security prison in the town of Delano. CR's work on the Delano campaign 
has been groundbreaking, because it has brought anti-prison, civil rights and 
environmental justice activists into a powerful and unprecedented coalition. 
This work is now being replicated throughout the country. CR's local organ- 
izing across the country involves everything from providing services for 
prisoners' children, to developing political education curricula and trainings, 
to producing publications, videos, and film festivals, to on the ground 
grassroots organizing with local communities. 



The impact of our work has already been tremendous. 

Our three conferences, one national conference in 1998 that spawned 
the Critical Resistance movement and two regional conferences in the 
Northeast in 2001 and the South in 2003, brought together thousands of 
activists, former and current prisoners, prisoners' families, people of faith, 
academics, and policy makers to explore the scope of the prison industrial 
complex and develop concrete strategies to not only challenge the oppressive 
systems in which we live, but to imagine sustainable alternatives to them. 

Our work has also generated CR chapters focused on fighting the PIC 
locally. Our determination to build lasting and creative coalitions has also 
meant that we've been able to demonstrate the extensive reach of the PIC to 
everything from housing rights, to labor organizing, environmental move- 
ments, and popular culture. These coalitions have further allowed us to push 
the public debate about the "need" for prisons, policing, and other forms of 
social control. Critical Resistance currently has three offices, a national office 
in Oakland. California, a Northeast Regional Office in New York City, and a 
Southern Regional Office in New Orleans. 

Critical Resistance seeks to build an international movement to end 
the Prison Industrial Complex (PIC). We do this by challenging the belief that 
caging and controlling people makes us safe. We believe that basic necessi- 
ties such as food, shelter, and freedom are what really make our communities 
secure. As such, our work is part of global struggles against inequality and 
powerlessness. The success of the movement requires that it reflect commu- 
nities most affected by the PIC. Because we seek to abolish the PIC, we can- 
not support any work that extends its life or scope. 
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